





A CERTAIN LARGE SCALE IDOL 
GROUP’S NEW MEMBER AUDITIONS 


HOW 
ABOUT BEING 
AN IDOL, AND 


[| Perrormne 
WITH ME? 





APPLICATION MAIN CRITERIA: 
14-20 YEAR OLD FEMALE 


FIRST ROUND: APPLICATION SELECTION 





PASSED 
(PASSING APPLICANTS: 1288; 1 IN 105.7) 





SECOND ROUND: INTERVIEW 
(TAKING PLACE IN & LOCATIONS ACROSS THE COUNTRY) 





WAITING FOR RESULTS 
(BASED ON LAST TIME, 1 IN 12.7 PASS) 





= — LAST TIME T 

== = COULDN'T APPLY HONESTLY, 

SS NEN BECAUSE OF THE AGE 
: Live BEEN PE STERTON: I FEEL LIKE 
WAITING FOR DLL GET IT 
4 THIS AUDITION TO % 
| Saas COME BACK FOR - 4 
= ice 2 YEARS. — 
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| QYy — j 1 J Ay (\\ 
l= YEAH, IM oer _ ANS 
= SURE YOULL J oe) / i 
\ pass ruby. | 2 AY 
Wea 
YOULL PASS. q : 
\" 
2 Sas \ \\Y c‘{ suryour }/j 
oe NN \\ \ SINGING IS YOU'RE 
eS aA. Wa ) A Bir... \ CUTE 
== =) } > 
A Bir? ~ /) \ AND you 
} Tf CAN DANCE 
SS WELL! 


BUT YOU HAVE 
ENOUGH CHARM 





AND CHARISMA 
TO MAKE UP 
FOR THAT ONE 
WEAK POINT. 
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Ihave 
memories of |; 
a previous 
life. 


the legendary 
idol “Ai” 





I spent most 
of my life in 
a hospital. 


Even at 
the moment 
my life was 
extinguished, 


Ai’s song 
reverberated 
in my head. 


My body was 
weak since | 
had been born, 


| obsessed over 
my favorite idol 
Ai like an otaku. 


























IF I BECOME AN IDOL, 
I WONT NEED TO STUDY 
FOR ENTRANCE EXAMS, 
IT'S TWO BIRDS WITH 


ACADEMICS 
ARE JUST FOR 


I'M GOING 
TO BE AN IDOL. 


YOUR LIFE ON 
THIS TRIVIA. 











BUT DON'T p 
DREAM OF IN MIND IF You 


BECOMING ‘| DREAM ABOUT 
AN IDOL. . IDOLS. 


DAILY LIFE IS ; f 

CONSTANTLY AND By 30 | | Tey 

SCRUTINIZED THEY HAVE NA ESSENTIALLY 
BY FANS. TO STOP. |) y\ ! ie 

















WEEKLY\ : Tal 





Pf 
(/ THERE AREN'T 
ki = MANY JOBS WHERE 
THE COST AND 


RETURN ARE SO 
MISMATCHED. 


LIFE CAN END 
BEFORE YOU 
GET A CHANCE 
TO ACCOMPLISH 
ANYTHING, IT 
HAPPENS. 


\ 


NUMBER OF 
PEOPLE WHO 
STAY IN THE 
INDUSTRY AF- 
TER GRADUA- 


END MOST TION IS LOW. 


PEOPLE MOVE 
ON TO ANOTHER 
KIND OF JOB. 


WHAT IS 
YOUR POINT? 


LIFE 
IS ABOUT 
DOING WHAT 
YOU WANT 
TO DO! 
IF YOU JUST 
KEEP TALKING 
COST THIS 
RETURN THIS, 
YOU WON'T 
ACCOMPLISH 
ANYTHING! 


















I DON'T 
WANT TO BE }} 
LIKE THAT. 






T'M HEADED 
TO THE DIREC- 
TOR'S PLACE. JX 


| 


& 


/ tl VAI 
|| changed after \ SS YY 


Mow died. f ||) 


He always has 
a gloomy look 
on his face. 
Since becoming 
the director's 
pupil it always 
but he : looks like he’s He never 
won't tell me doing something, seems to enjoy 
what it is. anything 





The former 

president of 

& Saitou Miyako Strawberry 

1 took over the Productions, [ It’s not only 

company. After that ‘ oniichan who 
incident we Si changed. 
couldn't get 
in contact 


STRAWBERRY Gap 
PRODUCTIONS 
UTD. SAITOU 


B Komachi had 
lost their star, 
and disbanded 2 
years later. 


The current 
Strawberry 
Productions 
en doesn't 
The company have an idol 
spread their influence department. 
managing internet \ } 
talent, and now that’s 
their main focus. 








YOU SAY 
IT LIKE IT’S 


WHY DON'T 
YOU START UP 
AN IDOL GROUP 
AGAIN? 































I WOULD 
WANT TO DO 
IT IF IT WERE 

POSSIBLE. 


A MIRACLE THE MORE I 
LIKE THAT WON'T DO THIS JOB 


HAPPEN TWICE. THE MORE T 
UNDERSTAND 







THE DREAM Al 
SHOWED US 














EXPERIENCE I 
CAN'T FORGET. 











I CAN'T HELP 
BUT THINK OF THAT 
LIKE WINNING THE 
LOTTERY. 






REAL LIFE WON'T 
GO SO SMOOTHLY. 





























NS 


é 
6 


TETT 


er 
Fo 


= BSNS | uses] HD [[-~ “Wo 


O2 — 
+X 2 Ont 
22208) ie 

ns 











THAT'S 
WHAT 
REALITY 


ARE VARIOUS leer 


POLITICS. 


EVEN IF YOU 
REALLY HAVE 
ABILITY, YOU CAN'T 
EXPECT A FAIR 


NOT EVERYONE 
CAN DO IT LIKE Al. 


WELL THEN. WE 
LOOK FORWARD TO 
YOUR PARTICIPATION 
NEXT TIME. 


THANKS, 
DIRECTOR. 











SH — ame 


HIER |= == a|e@-O][s 


WHAT WILL 
YOU DO IF 
SHE GETS A 
CALL FROM 
THE ACTUAL 
PERSON IN 

CHARGE? 


YOU DIDN'T 
LET ANYTHING 
SLIP BY YOU. 


DON'T FIMSH 
WHAT YOURE 
SAYING. 


AND I BLOCKED 
THEIR NUMBER. 


SHE'S QUITE 
THE BEALITY, 
SHE COULD GO 
SURPRISINGLY 
FAR. 





YOU'RE 
TRICKING 
YOUR TWIN 

SISTER. 


I'VE SENT 


THEM A TEXT WITHD- 
RAWING FROM THE 
COMPETITION. 


WHY WOULD 
YOU GO SO 
FAR TO CRUSH 
YOUR SISTER'S 
DREAMS? 


j ALLOW HER TO 
FOLLOW WW A'S 
FOOTSTEPS. 








INVOLVED IN HIS "REVENGE" 
iV \S Sum 


q 1 
J] HE CAN{T) LET) HER{GET)\ | 


TECTIVE. 





NER HELO] 
ey BEC 





ON THEF)\) | 
STREETS? } (1 











Y 
se] THE BROTHER TRIED 
ro orsrace uss 
SISTER AWAY FROM 
_ THE ENTERTAINMEN’ 
\ : 
COULONT BE HIDDEN/? 
































FROM PAGE 2 


Cl) THE WORD “UNDERGROUND IDOL", 3H E771 FL CCHIKA IDOL) IN 
JAPANESE, COMES FROM THE CONTRAST OF THE PLACE IDOLS HAVE 
CONCERTS AT. WHILE MINOR IDOLS MAINLY PERFORM AT SMALL UNDER- 
GROUND VENUES, MAJOR IDOLS ARE CAPABLE OF HAVING A CONCERT ATA 
HUGE EVENT HALL LIKE BUDOKAN. 


ALSO BECAME 
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iW Wf | , IDOL RECRUITMEN 
j \ oa POSTERS FOR A 
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iy 
a me 
DON'T YOU IS NT 
THINK THIS JOB IT REALLY 
SOUNDS SUS- AN IDO! I'M BEING 
Piclous? GROUP? 
| 
J~ 


LOOK HERE, 
I'M SURE 
THEY HAVE 
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THEY 
TOLD ME 
THAT THEY'LL 
LET ME SEE 
ONE OF THEIR 
AND THEN CONCERTS, 
WE CAN SIGN 
THE CONTRACT 
AFTERWARDS, 
IT SEEMS. 





IT TAKES TO 
STOP HER. 


I TOLD YA, 
DIDN'T 1? 


IT SEEMS 
THEY DO HAVE 
VIDEOS AFTER 













































































HONESTLY, 


















I FEEL THE BECAUSE 
EVEN NOW, SAME WAY. OF WHAT 
I THINK THAT HAPPENED 
IF I HAD DONE TO Al, 
THIS OR THAT YOU DON'T 
BACK THEN, q WANT YOUR 





q CUTE SISTER TO 
FOLLOW THE SAME 
PATH AS HER, AND 


I SUPPORT 









THEN 
THINGS COULD 
BE DIFFERENT 















I RAISED 
RUBY AS IF 
SHE WERE MY 
DAUGHTER. 










EXPERIENCE 
THOSE 
FEELINGS 
AGAIN. 






; 
ae BUT I CAN'T 








UNFORTUNATE, eke i 
BUT SHE HAS ; 
WHAT IT 


TAKES. 


HER FACE IS 















STARTING TO 

res pbs 
ALWAYS GOING MORE 
TO TURN OUT F 


LIKE THIS. 




































IN THE FIRST 
PLACE, YOU'RE 
WORKING FOR THAT 
DIRECTOR IN VARI- 
OUS CAPACITIES, 
AREN'T YOU? 


FROM MY 
PERSPECTIVE, 
ISN'T THAT THE 
SAME THING? 





BEFORE WE 
START DEBATING 
ABOUT WHO'S RIGHT 
OR WRONG, THERE'S 
SOMETHING I HAVE 


JUST BORROW 

YOUR AGENCY'S 

BUSINESS CARD 
FOR A SEC. 


























FREE TO 
TALK FOR 
A BIT? 


HERE, 
LET ME Z 
INTRODLICE 
MYSELF. 4 























SO THIS IS 
ICHIGOPRO'S 
OFFICE. 




















IF THE FOR NOW, 
MANAGEMENT IS LET'S START BY 

LOUSY, THERE'S FINDING OUT WHAT 

THEN WE CAN Nelcothae1 THE GROUP THAT 

TALK TO RUBY DISCUSSION. THERE SCOUTED RUBY IS 

ABOUT HER INTEREST ARE ALL SORTS REALLY LIKE. 
IN BECOMING OF UNDERGROUND 
IDOLS OUT THERE, 
FROM TOP-TIER 


LALA-CHAN, 
YOU'RE WORKING 
FOR AN AGENCY 
CALLED "IRIBE” 

NOW, RIGHT? 













WE THINK OUR 
AGENCY IS ABLE 
TO OFFER YOU A 
BETTER DEAL 
THAN THEM. 









ON 
WHAT KIND 
OF TERMS 
ARE YOU 

WORKING? 
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Sh SAA 
BA AS WELL AS 


COMMISSION 
BASED ON THE 
NUMBER OF POLAR- 
OIDS WE TAKE WITH 


FANS POST- 3 
CONCERT. 
THAT 
IS OUR MAIN 
INCOME. ¢ 
TY * lV 
TO TRANS- 
PORTATION 
COSTS AND EVEN 
MAKE-UP COSTS. 
THEY ALL COME 
FROM OUR OWN 
MOST OF THE POCKET. 
TIME, OUR MONTHLY 
INCOME DOESN'T 
EVEN EXCEED 
100K YEN, S 
IT'S BLATANT 
FAVORITISM! 
ANY WUtl) 

















ONE OF 
THE IDOLS 
1S BEING 
MASSIVELY 
PROMOTED 
BY THE 
MANAGE- 
MENT. 

















WE ARE 
GIVEN A BASIC 
SALARY ON 
THE CONDITION 
OF APPEARING 
FOR ALL THE 
CONCERTS, 


FROM 


‘si THERE, THERE 


ARE SEVERAL 
DEDUCTIONS, 
FROM COSTUME ‘ 

COSTS... yy 


DO YOU HAVE 
ANY REASON TO 
BE DISSATISFIED I| 
WITH YOUR ui 
CURRENT 
GROUP? i] 





AND THE REASON 
FOR THAT? THAT 
GIRL'S PROBABLY 
GOING OUT WITH 
SOMEONE IN THE 
MANAGEMENT? 


EVEN THOUGH IT'S NOT EVEN 
I'M TAKING MY WORK \ LIKE HER SINGING 
SERIOUSLY, THE i \\ \ AND SHE OR HER LOOKS 
MANAGEMENT ISN'T. srEalLe We tans oF ARE THAT GREAT. 
I CAN'T GET MY BIG THE OTHER MEMBERS 


BREAK LIKE THAT. \ OF THE GROUP BY 


BAITING THEM WITH THE 
APPEARANCE OF REAL 
AFFECTION. 


THE ATMO- 
AND I HEARD THE SPHERE WITHIN 
MANAGEMENT IS JUST THE GROUP IS 
GOING ON A SCOLITING REALLY BAD. 
SPREE. 


IF I COULD 
SWITCH 
AGENCIES TO " SOME GIRLS 
ICHIGOPRO, f Ni / SEEM TO BE ON 
L.. THE VERGE OF 
QUITTING. 





JEALOUSY 
OR CONFLICTS 
BETWEEN 
MEMBERS OR 


OF COURSE, 
I'M SUSPICIOUS 
ABOUT WHETHER WHAT 


THE GIRL SAID WAS 
TRUE OR NOT. 


DISSATIS- 
FACTION WITH 
THE MANAGEMENT 
GIVING RISE TO 
SPURIOUS 
RUMORS IS 
COMMON. 


EVEN WITH 
B-KOMACHI, ONLY 
Al WAS POPULAR SO 
THEY CALLED IT 
FAVORITISM... 


AH, JUST 
THINKING 
ABOUT IT 
GIVES ME A 
STOMACH- 
ACHE... 












WE HAVE 
MORE THAN 
ENOUGH 
OPTIONS. 






SO WHAT 
ARE YOU GOING 


THERE ARE 
PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
A PROVEN TRACK 
RECORD MANAGING 
UNDERGROUND 


THERE ARE ALSO IDOLS, BUT, 


PLENTY OF PEOPLE 
WHO LIKE IDOLS BUT 
SEEM LIKE THEY RUN 

IT PARTIALLY AS A 


IN THE FIRST 
PLACE, MANAGING 
A GROUP OF 
YOUNG GIRLS WELL 
IS INCREDIBLY 
DIFFICULT. 





IN ANY CASE, 
I CAN'T LET RUBY 
JOIN A GROUP WITH 
RUMORS LIKE 
THAT. 






















T'LL HIRE 
A DETECTIVE 
AND SPREAD 
IT AROUND 
THE NET. 


















AT LEAST I HAVE NO 
INTENTION OF 
LETTING RUBY 


BECOME AN 











NOT WITH 
MANAGEMENT 
THAT I CAN'T 





ALREADY } 
KNOW WE} , THINK? 
DON'T DO HINES 


IDOLS ANY- 
ARE YOU 


REALLY 
GOING TO 
HIRE THAT 


HIRE PEOPLE WHO 
BAD-MOUTH THEIR 
COLLEAGUES. 








ATTACKED BY f THE Pay 
IS ALSO NOT 
STALKERS |S NOT a 
UNHEARD OF. GREAT. 
SELL WELL AND 
HAVE NEGATIVE 
PRIVATE LIFE THOUGHTS 
1S CONSTANTLY WN My, ABOUT IT AS 
UNDER THE . Y AKY A RESULT. 
SCRUTINY OF i: : 
STRANGERS 


WITH THAT 
OF COURSE i\\ DESPITE... 
I AM. r 


FINALLY, 
BECAUSE I 
KNOW I CAN 
BECOME ONE. 





se 
Wis 
— 


2 
= 





WEN 









IF YOU ARE 








THEN JOIN 
OUR AGENCY. 


ICHIGOPRO 












WILL LAUNCH 
A NEW IDOL GROUP 
FOR THE FIRST TIME 
IN MORE THAN A 
DECADE. 






Dis NE [#LOF] 


FS Next chapter, to do that, first they've got to...!2 





@| 


TOWARDS THE 
LALINCH OF A NEW 
IDOL GROUP FOR 

THE FIRST TIME IN 
OVER A DECADE, THE 
FIRST MEMBER 
I5.? 












HELO Strawberry pp 
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© individual terms us 





Imances, 
fainment 
E2E sizes an, 


Oral Presentati\ 


4 bitrate, alt com, 





MY SEAL 
ACROSS... 








I'M NOT 
REALLY SURE 
WHAT YOU MEAN, 
DOI Just 
STAMP LIKE 











'scovered, | 
€sts that corre 




















YES, AND WITH THAT, 
YOU ARE OFFICIALLY A 
PERFORMER AFFILIATED 
WITH STRAWBERRY 
PRODUCTIONS. 





IF YOU MESS 
up, T'LL SEE YOU 












THAT'S, LIKE, 
SO SCARY. 





THIS IS 
ALSO A NECES- 
SARY PROCEDURE 
FOR APPLYING 
FOR ENTRY INTO 
THE PERFORMING 
ARTS PROGRAM 










SO DON'T 
BE MAD, AQUA. 









I'S 
NOT LIKE I’M 
AGAINST IT. 





















OH AQUA, 
IT’S you! 














HE'S STILL 
ASLEEP, BUT 
IT'S ALRIGHT, 


DIRECTOR 
AWAKE? 






































WILL YOu 
BE HAVING 
DINNER WITH 
us TODAY 















OH, YOU'RE 
HERE. 





HERE'S THE 
ASSIGNMENT. 














EDIT IT WELL 
FOR ME. 





I’M STILL A 
MIDDLE-SCHOOL 
STUDENT 














THEREFORE, THE 
DIRECTOR IS LETTING 
ME HELP HIM WITH HIS. 

MOVIES IN A PERSONAL 

CAPACITY, WORKING 
DIRECTLY FOR HIM 
AT HIS PLACE. 















I’M NOT OF LEGAL 
AGE TO TAKE ON 
PART-TIME JOBS, SO 
I’M UNABLE TO GAIN 
EXPERIENCE ON 
THE GROUND. 






































FROM AN 
OUTSIDE 
PERSPECTIVE, PF 


ame 
60 YOUR 
SISTER IS 


GOING TO BE 
AN IDOL AFTER ff 
ALL HUH. 


WAN 


A SIBLING- 
DUO ON THE 
ENTERTAIN- 


RIGHT NOW, A\y € 
INTEND TO | \ 


“i I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE PLANNING 
TO BECOME AN 


ACTOR AGAIN? 





BUT YOu 
GOT SCARED. 


IS NOTHING BUT 
A MEANS TO AN 
END FOR ME 


APPRENTICE, 


THE LOOK 
ON YOUR FACE 
TOLD ME YOU'D 

DO ANYTHING 

TO BECOME 

AN ACTOR. 


BECOMING 
AN ACTOR 





T/CAN;DETERMINE 
JHISiTDENTITY;BY: 


AS LUCK WOULD 
HAVE IT, I HAVE 


I[NEED)TO)BE/IN/A} 2 NYPOFIHi THE MEANS TO 
POSITION) THAT(LETS} FIND HIM RIGHT 
{HAVE DIRECT 
(ME oe WITHIN ME. 
FORMERS)TO)DO)SO5 


THE 
GRANTED, THEY } FASTEST WAY 
WERE JUST MINOR TO GET THERE 
ROLES, BUT = IS TO BECOME 
AN ACTOR 
MYSELF 


ki ALTERNATIVELY, IF 
YOU'VE GIVEN \ JUST BEING INVOLVED 
ME THE OPPOR- IN THE ENTERTAINMENT 
TUNITY TO APPEAR INDUSTRY IS ENOUGH, 
IN SEVERAL OF YOUR THEN BECOMING AN AD 
FILMS, DIRECTOR, AND g OR EVEN SOMEONE 
T LEARNT SOMETHING IN THE BACKSEATS 
FROM THAT. IS FINE TOO. 


i 
ih 





I'M JUST 
AN ACTOR WHO 
COULDN'T MAKE 

IT NO MATTER 

HOW HARD 

HE TRIED. 


JUST 
ANOTHER SMALL 
FISH IN A BIG 
POND. 











THERE'S NO 
NEED FOR ME 
TO CLING ON TO 
A GOAL I CAN'T 
ACHIEVE. 


EVEN IF YOU 
WERE A LINIVERSITY 
STUDENT, IT WOULD 
STILL BE TOO EARLY 
TO CAL IT QUITS. 


I DON'T 
HAVE A TALENT 
FOR ACTING. 


I DON'T HAVE 
THAT “SPECIAL 
SOMETHING” 
LIKE Al. 


IF LITTLE BRATS 
CANT EVEN DREAM A 
LITTLE, THEN WHAT 

HOPE IS THERE 
FOR ANYONE? 




















ILL ONLY SAY 
THIS ONCE SO LISTEN 
CLOSELY. 


DINNER'S 
READY, COME 
DOWN NOW! 


LIKE YOU, I, 

TOO, HAD A PHASE 
WHEN I FELT LIKE 
THINGS WEREN'T 

Oh dear me, GOING MY WAY. 

your documents 

are all over the 

place... 


LISTEN UP. 
PLUNK/ 


THIS 
ADVICE IS COMING 
FROM A MIDDLE-AGED 
GLY WHO'S BEEN 
DREAMING FOR 
ZO YEARS . 


A 
YI It Jan\r 


EVERYONE HAS 
THE RIGHT TO CHASE 


MOOOOM! I'M 
IN THE MIDDLE 
OF GIVING SOME 
GOOD ADVICE SO 
DON'T CLIT ME 
OFF LIKE THAT! 


WELL HOW WAS 
I SUPPOSED TO 
KNOW THAT? 


YOU DON'T 





COULD 
YOU LEAVE 
ALREADY! 


r\ AC SSS SS 


THERE'S \ ISN'T IT 
NO POINT IN a ABOUT 
MOVING OUT a TIME YOU 
OF A SPACIOUS i MOVED OUT : 
HOUSE IN THE > : OF YOUR P YOU'RE 
CITY LIKE PARENTS’ t ALREADY 
THIS! \ HOUSE? 


YOU'LL = 
NEVER GET THERE'S PLENTY 


OF PEOPLE LIKE 
MARRIED IF YOU f 
KEEP SAYING ME OLIT THERE. 


THINGS LIKE 
AND EVEN 
FRAN: MORE SO 
AMONG 
CREATORS. 


PUTTING 
THAT ASIDE. 


J / THEY SAY YOU 
THOSE Ly SO IT'S FINE CAN'T WIN THE 
WORDS JUST TO HAVE MORE i LOTTERY IF YOU 
PALL FLAT FAITH IN YOUR DON'T BLY A 

COMING FROM OWN TALENTS, f TICKET. 

SOME OLD DLIDE OR SOME- : 

STILL LIVING IN 

HIS PARENTS’ | | 





BUT FOR ME 
TO MEASURE 
UP TO Al... 


Al Al Al Al, 
WHAT ARE YOU, 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT, Al 
WAS REALLY 
SOMETHING. 


THERE WAS A 
TIME WHEN I ALSO 
BELIEVED THAT I 
HAD TALENT LIKE 
Al DID... 


MAYBE 
SHE WAS 
A SPECIAL 


HOWEVER, 
YOU CAN NEVER 
AND Al CAN BECOME Al, 
NEVER BECOME 


you. 


You SHOULD DID Al HAVE 


ONLY SAY THINGS 
LIKE THAT AFTER 
YOLI'VE USED UP 


YOU SHOULDN'T 
BE SCARED JUST 
BECAUSE OF A SET- 
BACK OR TWO. 


10 YEARS OF 
HARD-EARNED 
EXPERIENCE 
IN MOVIE 
PRODUCTION 
LIKE YOU? 


DO YOU 
THINK SHE WAS 
AS SMART AS 


WAY TOO EARLY 
FOR YOLI PULL THE 
MEDIOCRITY ACT. 





NN YOU WANT TO 
Lye BECOME AN ACTOR 
ITs l\\ 7M o 
irc. [ DONT YOUF 
OVER YOUR 





WONDER 
IF AQUA 
GOULD 


\ 
BECOME SN 
ACTOR? 





oy. 
naua'saso | 7° / 
EATING, ISN'T HE? Y 
I'LL PREPARE 
A.BOWL FOR HIM! 


























/ ; ‘ w 
i | ai 
i | r 
THE 
x PRODIGY WAS 
x 7 JUST ABOUT 
ie TO SAY SOME- 
I DON'T THING GOOD! 
CARE! 
WHY'D 
YOU HAVE TO 
COME /N! 
THIS IS 
YOTO HIGH 


ie SCHOOL. 
— | += AMONG COMBINED ee oe 


HIGH SCHOOLS, OR 
EVEN JUST ACROSS 
THE COUNTRY IN 
GENERAL, THIS IS 
ONE OF THE FEW TO = 
OFFER THE PERFORM- itt | — as 
ING ARTS PROGRAM. : 













































































NOT JUST 
ANYONE 


CAN APPLY 
TO THIS 
PROGRAM. 


YOU MUST 
PROVIDE PROOF 
THAT YOU ARE 
AFFILIATED WITH A 
TALENT AGENCY 
TO BE ELIGIBLE. 










































































\f AFFILIATED 
| witH steaw- 
BERRY PRO- 
DUCTIONS! 


ss MY NAME IGS... 


HOSHINO 
AQUAMARINE. 
































1$ OUR 

SCHOOL 
REALLY THAT 
CHARMING!? 


YOUR REAL NAME 
IS “AQUAMARINE” 
AFTER ALL. 








ATTRACTED BY 
THIS SCHOOL'S 
CULTURE AND 
ATMOSPHERE. 








IT WAS NO 
PROBLEM. 


ON THE OFF- 
CHANCE I FAIL THE 
INTERVIEW, IT WOULD 
HAVE BEEN BECAUSE 
OF MY NAME. 





























HOSHINO 
AQUA!? 



































AQUA 
wy AQUA! 
HOSHINO 
AQUA!? 
SN 
| | ' \ 
iy 
Dn 
TN 





























WONDERED 
IF YOU'VE 
STOPPED 

CTING 



































| \\X THE \ 
r \\ CHILD GENIUS \ 
\ 


. LICK A LYING 


SNITCH...7 \ 


Y | 

SN lf 
t \ ei 
) IT'S ME, 

AL ARIMA KANAL 

WE'VE ACTED 

TOGETHER 

BEFORE! 


LONG TIME 


ARE YOU 
STUDYING 
IN THE PER- 














EDUCATION 
PROG- 
RAM. 








What is Hensachi (@#={8? 


It is the score that tells how far from the statistical mean a student scores on a standardised 
test. In other words, a “Standardised Rank Score”. 


Q: How is it calculated? 
Extracted from JP Wiki: 


10(y — 2) 
= (ja: + € 
a za 50 


1 n 
L=- So 2; 
N j=1 


mea SAA x ORME TF SE RAS ROK RAOIE 








To explain the terms: 
- x refers to the raw score of the test 
-  x_iis the raw score of student #i 
- x is the sample mean i.e. sum of test scores of all students in the sample divided by 
number of students 
- yis the particular student’s score that you want to calculate the hensachi for. 


All these numbers are then normalised by the formula. But how does the formula work? 


- The numerator (y - x ) indicates how far away the student's score is from the statistical 
mean. A negative numerator indicates that the score is below average, and positive, 
above average. 

- The denominator is the formula for the standard deviation; without the square root, it is 
the variance. 

- The numerator is multiplied by 10 so that the standard deviation is set at 10. 

- Lastly, we want to set 50 as the statistical mean score, so add 50. 


So, in short: 
_*7H 


7, hensachi = 10*Z + 50. 
where x is raw score to calculate hensachi for, y = population mean raw score, o = s.d. 





Z 


Q: So what does it mean when someone has a hensachi of X? 


A: To answer this question, we will need a crash course on the normal distribution curve. 







Normal, 
Bell-shaped Curve 


34.13% 


' 
' 
Percentage of ' 
; 13.59% 


cases in 8 portions 
of the curve 


Standard Deviations -40 30 -20 -10 0 +10 +20 +30 +40 


Cumulati f f \ \ ! \ | 
US 0.1% 23% 15.9% 50% 841% 97.7% 99.9% 


Percentages 





Percentiles 


Z scores 

T scores 
Standard Nine 
(Stanines) 
Percentage 

in Stanine 


The relevant values are the Cumulative Percentages and the T scores. 








At this point, you don’t have to bother about how to calculate the cumulative percentages on the 
curve, you just have to refer to the Z-table. If you're taking a statistics exam, these tables would 
definitely be provided to you as an appendix in your question paper. 


STANDARD NORMAL DISTRIBUTION: Table Values Represent AREA to the LEFT ofthe Z score, [STAND AD NORMAL DISTRIMUTION: Table Values Represent AREA tothe LEFT of the sore 



































If you have a score of 50, you are right smack average, being 0 s.d. away from the average 
score. Approximately 50% of the students taking the test did worse than you, and 50% did 
better than you. 


Score of 60 is one s.d. above the mean. You have done better than 84.134% of the students 
who took the test. 


Score of 70 is two s.d. above the mean. You have done better than 97.725% of the students 
who took the test. In other words, you are in the top 2.275% of the cohort. 


Score of 40 is one s.d. below the mean. 84.134% of the students who took the test did better 
than you. 


and so on. 
tl;dr 


sasuga Doctor Goro aka Hoshino 
Aquamarine, his hensachi of 70 
means that he smurfed his way in the 

tests to become among the top 2.3% A CERTIFIED y ied 
of his batch, yet he chose to apply for MEDICAL DOCTOR | 

a high school that 84% of the students YW tas ¥v 

looking to enter high school would 
have been able to enter. 

What a siscon. 





Sources: 
1. https://futurealisreal.wordpress.com/2016/10/09/times-higher-education-rankings-and-he 
nsachi-in-japanese-universities/ 


2. http://z-scoretable.com/ 
3. https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%81%8F YE5%B7%YAEVES%80%A4 / 


https://dic.nicovideo.jp/a/%E5%81%8F YES5%B7%AERWES%80%A4 
Additional Reading: 
1. https:/Avww.cs.csustan.edu/~lamie/msa640/normal_distribution_overview.pdf 
Google Doc Link: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QOBx3qgQXq8E-Q3x73ZBKcpJZ_kODUryG6oo8flKlyX| 














APPLIED FOR 
THE GENERAL 


EDUCATION 























MY SISTER 
BECAUSE MY APPLIED FOR 
BROTHER'S A THE PERFOR- 


SISCON. AND I'M MING ARTS 
md HERE BECAUSE ROGRAM, 
T'M WORRIED 


, 
S 
| 
h ( 
DON /)/ 
» 
| Fl Qiz Nn 














eg || ih i 
|| [ 
~~ y 

> 


BUT IF YOU 
§ GET ACCEPTED, /) 
YOU'LL BE HER 
GOT EARS KOUHAI, YOU / 
YA KNOW! 


J YOU KNOW, T 
NEVER REALLY 
LIKED HER. 


waa‘ 
mnurel | Say 











| SAID HEY! 









NOTE: 
MORE ABOUT THE FX 
DELINQUENT LINGO JS 
IN THE APPENDIX JK 








HOW LONG 
ARE YOU 
PLANNING ON 
fA FOLLOWING 
ME? 








YOU'RE 
STILL DOING 
ACTING GIGS, 

AREN'T 


( 


og 
\las 8) 
b i | 
i 


WE 




















LETS GO TO 
KARAOKE/ 


NOPE, NOT 
GOING. 


THAT'S 
A STRANGE 
WAY TO TRY 
AND GET 
CLOSER TO 
SOMEONE. 


















































THERE AREN'T 
ANY OTHER 
SHOPS THAT 
PROVIDE A 
PRNVATE ROOM 
AT THIS TIME 








r 
HAVEN'T 


THERE'S NO 
OTHER WAY. 
IM STILL A 
CELEBRITY 
YOU KNOW? 





INTEND TO WORK 
BACKSTAGE, 


AREN'T ACTING 
WHY ARE YOU 
VISITING THE 
DIRECTOR SO 
OFTEN!? 


TEACHING YOU 
ACTING SKILLS, 
ISN'T HE/? 











YOU'RE STILL 
INVOLVED IN 














I’M KIND 
OF SHOCKED 
THOUGH, 


YOU NEVER 


DID LEARN AN) } 

MANNERS 0/0 IS STILL SPONGING 
Xi\ OFF HIS PARENTS 

LIKE A PARASITE. 


THE DIRECTOR 
































DOESN'T 
THAT GET T ALWAYS 
| EXPENSIVE? RELY ON LIBER | MY PARENTS 


FOR MY MEALS. mae HAVE RETIRED TO 


ITS FINE! 
THANKS TO MY 
CHILD ACTING I'M 


i\ SO MUCH MONEY 
THIS GIRL. V\\) 7H Sie UP, T DONT 
\ | EVEN WANNA CHECK 
THE BALANCE. 


THOSE ARE 
FOOLISHLY-MADE 
RECORDS OF MY 

DARK PAST. 





DO YOU WANT 
ME TO GO ASK 
ONE OF THE BIG 
SHOTS ABOUT IT 
FOR YOU? 


RESULTING 
FILMS WERE 
REALLY 
BAD. 


I MISTAKENLY 
BELIEVED THAT 
T HAD ACTING 
TALENT. 


HIS WORDS, 
NOT MINE. 
IF YOu 
WANT TO SEE IT, 
YOU'VE GOT TO 
CONVINCE HIM 
YOURSELF. 


HEY, 
YOU KNOW, 


AND 
ACTUALLY THE 
THERE LEAD ACTRESS 


ARE STILL 
IN THIS ONE 
SOME ROLES PROJECT... 


AVAILABLE. 

















TL NOTE: SEE KAGUYA-SAMA CH. 43 


LIVE ACTION 
ADAPTATION 
OF A SHOUJO 
MANGA CALLED 
"TODAY WILL BE 


THE PROJECT 
CALLED? 





“SWEET 
TODAY"? 





DID T 17 I MEAN, IF YOU 
ed, PIQUE YOUR SAY YOU'RE IN 


SAID, I'M SHOWBIZ AND 
Mi INTEREST? 
Res itectiatsy NO LONGER HAVEN'T HEARD 


IF YOU 


OF IT, YOU'D 


ACTING... 
PROBABLY GET IT BE A LIAR. 


MUCH EASIER 
THAN YOU'D irs 
EXPECT. EXTREMELY 








WAZA | 











YOU MEAN, } \\\\ 
KABURAG| \ 
MASAYA? \ 











THREE MOBILE 
PHONES WERE 
LEFT BEHIND 
BY AI WHEN 
SHE DIED. 


ONLY CONTAINED 
LOGS FROM THE 
OTHER MEMBERS 
INHER GROUP fA THESE 
AS WELL AS fm PHONES... 
AGENCY STAFF, 


FROM THE WAY 
SHE MANAGED HER 
SMARTPHONES, YOU 

COULD TELL THAT 
SHE SPARED NO 
EFFORT TO KEEP 

US A SECRET. 


PROBLEM 
LIES WITH 
THE THIRD 

PHONE. 


ONE WAS 
FOR WORK, 


ANOTHER FOR 


SHE'S A 
LOT MORE 
CAUTIOUS 
THAN ONE 

MIGHT 

EXPECT 

OF HER. 


PERSONAL 
USE. 


AL 
MIGHT 
SEEM 
SIMPLE- 
MINDED, 





























PREGNANT. 


FINDING A 
BATTERY THAT 
WAS BOTH SEVERAL 
GENERATIONS OLD 
AND STILL WORKED 
BUT THAT WAS A HERCULEAN 
WAS NOTHING EFFORT. 
COMPARED TO THE 
EFFORT NEEDED 
TO CRACK THE 
PHONE’S PASS- 
WORD. 


IL DIDN’T 
EVEN KNOW 
HOW MANY 
DIGITS THE 
PASSWORD 

HAD. 


EVERY DAy, I 
SET ASIDE TIME 
TO BRUTE-FORCE 
IT, ONE-BY-ONE. 


THE 
BATTERY HAD 
LONG SINCE 

STOPPED 
WORKING. 


EACH TIME 
YOU GET THE 
PASSWORD 
WRONG, YOU 
HAVE TO WALT 
3O SECONDS 
BEFORE YOU 
CAN TRY 
AGAIN. 





IT TOOK ME 
= = HALF A DAY 
A MONTH TO MAKE 100 
FOR 1000 ATTEMPTS. 
ATTEMPTS. 


SINGLE 














I FINALLY 
FOUND THE 
PASSWORD, 


AND ONE 
OF THEM 


Cra 
pec Lela 


tame 


ON THE 
45,510TH 
ATTEMPT 


THE EMAIL 
ADDRESSES AND 
PHONE NUMBERS 

OF DOZENS OF 
PEOPLE IN THE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
INDUSTRY WERE 
STILL STORED 
IN IT. 





THE LEAD 
ACTOR HAS 
A GIRLISH 


WHY ALL OF \ 


A SUDDEN... 














THE CAST IS 
ALSO FILLED 
WITH PEOPLE 


PLEASE 
CONTACT THE 
PRODUCER 
FOR ME. 


KABURAGI 
MASAYA. 


HEY, YOU 
SHOULD 











THE LEAD 
ACTOR HAS 
A GIRLISH 


DIDN'T YOU 


YOU ALWAYS 
JUST ASK ME 


\ Se \\\ swune tHar 
TO TRY ACTING < \ 


AGAIN? 


SITUATION 
|S SOMEWHAT 
PROBLEMATIC 

ON SET, SO BE 

PREPARED FOR 

THAT, OK? 





BEEN ACTING 
SINCE HE WAS 
A CHILD? 


ACTING 


HOUSE LIKE 

KANA WOULD 

PERSONALLY 

THEN RECOMMEND 
SURE, CALL HIM, 
HIM IN. 





INTERNET 
TV STATION 


“DOT TV! 
AFFILIATED 


I 
DON'T CARE 
WHO GETS 
THE ROLE 

ANYWAY. 




















\e A PERSON WHO KNOWS 
SOMETHING ABOUT AT.../? 








APPENDIX 


About ‘Yankee’ (‘delinquent’) lingo. This one in particular. 


Kana’s line here literally means “Which junior 
high school are you from?”, spoken in a way that 
sounds very informal/ungrammatical. 


In normal cases, it’s a line commonly used by 
students to try to break the ice with their peers and 
form bonds when they just joined high school. Eg. 


“Which junior high school are you from?” 

“I’m from XX school” 

“Oh, then you must have heard of XXX-senpai?” 
“Yeah she’s pretty cute.” 

“You think so too?” 

And so on. 


Aqua’s retort: “Are you a female ‘yankee’?” 

The term ‘yankee’ is wasei-eigo (Japanese-made 
English) for ‘delinquent’. Many generations ago, 
these delinquents liked to use this line in particular 
on people they come across on the streets. When 
accosted with this line, normal people found it intimidating and interpreted it as the delinquents 
trying to pick a fight. 





However, recently someone revealed on twitter that these delinquents weren't actually trying to 
intimidate you by using that line. 





20185F2A 160 ™ 
VU4F—-O [AX-ETHEA) CVSREBA, SNR CIA< 
FOBORO AUD ERUDIRO EAN, RARE SAO EES 














{TFS CHSCRHS. 

DED [ARX-ETHELS (SMH CIS < RO CREA BS 
SP rl ear 

© 70 tl 265 QO 465 ty 


Instead, they were just trying to find out the likelihood of you having a common acquaintance 
with them based on which school you were from, and thus whether he can afford to avoid a fight 
with you. In other words, it wasn’t an intimidation tactic but instead a 400 IQ play to check if you 
are friend or foe. --oldpier 


va 


. WELL YOU 
iy | J 
CY'S JOB TO 


WOULDN'T HAVE 
DO PUBLIC \ \ 

RELATIONS 

FOR THEIR 

AFFILIATED 

TALENTS. 














I SEE YOU AND BECOME AN THIS JUST 
HAVEN'T FOR- SOMEDAY IDOL, LIKE MAMA 
GOTTEN THOSE AQUA MIGHT 
BECOME AN 
ACTOR... 


T WONDE 
WHAT KIND 
OF ADULTS 

You = 
WILL BE 





AND OBTAI- 
NING JUST A 
SINGLE STRAND 
OF HIS HAIR. 


THIS IS 
JUST FOR 
THE SAKE 

OF GETTING 
CLOSE TO 
KABURAGI 

MASAYA, WHO 

HAD CONTACT 

WITH Al 














I DON'T 
HAVE ANY 
SUCH NOBLE 
ASPIRATIONS. 
































/ ey 
| WT 
| Bile 
& 
a - THAT WAS A 
GREAT READ! 
8 
BP gd 5 
& [ep 
£9 es | 
\ mm 
E 
ah \) 
i] STOP 
BORROWING 
Os My STUFF 
Cz 4 WITHOUT 
LA ASKING! 
Je 
we 














“SWEET 
TODAY"? THE 
ONE IN AQUA'S 

ROOM!? 





FULFILLING 
Al'S WISH? 


STRIVING 
TO BECOME 
AN ACTOR? 





SO... 


WHAT'S THE 
NAME OF THE 
PRODUCTION? 


CALLED 
“TODAY WILL 
BE SWEET”. 














WILL HAVE 

















6 EPISODES : 
IN TOTAL, OF IT'S A DRAMA 
WHICH 3 HAVE PRODUCED BY A 
ALREADY RECENTLY-ESTAB- 
RLY MAGE BC AIRED. LISHED INTERNET 






NEWCOMERS, IT LOOKS TV STATION. 


LIKE A RATHER SMALL 
SCALE PROJECT. 








; AQUA'S ROLE 
ON AMAZON THAT'S SEEMS TO BE THAT 
PRIME, SO WE PERFECT OF A VILLAIN WHO 
CAN WATCH IT FOR YOU, \ APPEARS IN THE 
RIGHT NOW. ISN'T IT? Ny | | FINAL EPISODE. 


YOU HAVE AN 
EVIL-LOOKING 
FACE AFTER 


NOBODY 
EVER SPARES A 
THOUGHT FOR 
ANYONE BUT 
THEMSELVES. 


AH, LOLI- 
SENPAI. 








00 YOU ENJOY 

GOING AROUND 
WITH THAT LOOK 
OM YOUR, FACE? 




























YOURE 
CUTE WHEN 
A YOUSMILE. fT} 


HUH, WHAT [Zz * 
THE HELL, 
MEIN? 








HITTING OM 
Mv WOMAN. 





TE SURPOSE | | \ \ : \ TAS REMEMBER 
| VAN \ \ I A\ THE MANGA 
cuestoRr J \\\. AY Was Wil \ Ee LiKE 
WASN'T QUITE Aas NY \\\ \ yy | 
LIKE THIS, 























AND THE 
NARRATIVE 










THE PRODUC- 
TION VALUES ARE 









YOU TRY THERE WAS 

















PROGRES- 

TO SQUEEZE A DECISION BY 

NO ALE es weve TO deen “UNWATCHABLE 
INTO HALF SIDE TO USE AS THOUGH 








A COUR, MANY ACTORS AS 










INEVITABLE WASN'T THEY CAN. 
THAT SOME LIKE THIS IN 

PARTS OF THE 

STORY HAVE 






TO BE CUT. 








AND IT LOOKS LIKE 
THEY'RE USING SOME 
OF THEIR OWN ORIGINAL 
CHARACTERS IN THIS 
ADAPTATION TOO. 







AND THE 
RS! 


ACTO! 
PERFOR- 
MANCEG... 

















JUST FOR 
THE SAKE OF 
MY REPUTATION, 
LET ME MAKE 
IT CLEAR. 


YOU'D BE HARD- 

PRESSED TO FIND 

A HIGH SCHOOLER 

WHO CAN ACT AT 
MY LEVEL. 





THE 
PURPOSE OF 
THE DRAMA IS 
TO TARGET THE FE- 
MALE DEMOGRAPHIC 
THAT LIKES THE 


ABILITY IS OF 
SECONDARY 
IMPORTANCE. 


CONSIDERING 

THAT, WASN'T 

YOUR ACTING 
KIND OF 


PEOPLE 
NEED OTHER, 
PEOPLE TO 
MAKE THEM 
STRONGER. 


I'm 
THE ONLY 
ONE AMONG 
THE MAIN CAST 
WHO CAN ACT 
PROPERLY! 


PRETTY BOY 
SO THEY JUST LOOK, 

WANTED TO SHOW- 
CASE AS MANY MALE 

MODELS THAT THEY 
PLAN ON PROMOTING 

IN THE FUTURE AS 

THEY CAN. 


{ CHILD GENIUS Pe 
wig et 
BUT 
JUST DOING 
THAT WOULD 
BE A ONE-WAY 
TICKET TO DIS- 
ASTER FOR THE 
PRODUCTION. 


sot 
WAS CASTED 
BECAUSE OF 
MY ACTING 
ABILITY. 


THE 
ACTORS 
AROUND ME, 
EVERY SINGLE 
ONE OF THEM, 
ARE TER- 
RIGLE. 





JUST 
IMAGINE IF I 
f WENT ALL OUT 
Whe JUST IN THE MIDDLE 


DRAW ATTEN- OF ALL THAT. 
TION TO HOW BAD 
THOSE HAM ACTORS 
ARE, LIKE A HAM 
AND CHEESE WITH 
GOOD CHEESE BUT 
TERRIBLE HAM. 





I'D LIKE TO 
GIVE IT MY ALL, 
YOU KNOW. 


BUT SKILLED 
ACTING AND PUTTING 
OUT A GOOD FINAL 
PRODUCT AREN'T \ 
THE SAME. | T DOUBT 
| THERE'S ANYONE 


WHO WOULD ENJOY 
ACTING POORLY 
ON PURPOSE. 





CERTAINLY, THIS 















JUST 


PRODUCTION WAS BECAUSE YOU 
ALWAYS INTENDED PUT ON A GOOD 
TO IMPROVE SALES PERFORMANCE 
ABOVE ANYTHING DOESN'T MEAN 
ELSE. THE SHOW'S 
GOING TO BE 


GooD, 


THERE'S 
NO WAY TO 
MAKE THIS SHOW 
ENTERTAINING. 


SEEING HER 
DISAPPOINTED 
FACE WAS HEART- 
WRENCHING. 


EVERY- 

ONE WANTED TO 
CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS 
MAKING THE WORK A 
SUCCESS, FOR THE SAKE 
OF BOTH THEIR AUDIENCE 
AS WELL AS THE FANS 
OF THE ORIGINAL 

















WHEN THE 
MANGAKA OF THE 











ORIGINAL MANGA 
CAME TO VISIT 
THE SET DURING 
THE FILMING OF 
EPISODE 1... 


EACH AND 
EVERY PERSON, 
BOTH ON-STAGE AND 
OFF-STAGE, GAVE 
THEIR ALL. 


HOWEVER, 
















TO 
ACHIEVE 
THAT, 





T'M WILLING TO 
PUT ON A BAD 
PERFORMANCE. 


IMPORTANT FOR 
PERFORMERS |S 
THEIR ABILITY 
TO COMMU- 
NICATE. 


I WAS 
ABLE TO 
SELL, BUT IN 
THE PROCESS, 
I NEGLECTED 
EVERYONE 
ELSE. 


LEAST, I WANTED 
THIS SHOW TO BE 


AT THE VERY 


“WATCHABLE”. 


EVEN IF YOUR 
REPUTATION AS 
AN ACTOR GETS 

DAMAGED? 


THE OLD ME 
WOULD HAVE JUST 
RUBBED HER ACTING 
SKILLS IN EVERY- 
ONE'S FACES. 














BECAUSE 
OF THAT, 


AS 
MY BEST DAYS 
STARTED RECED- 
ING FURTHER INTO 
THE PAST, THE JOB 
OFFERS STOPPED 
COMING IN. 


THERE 
WERE KIDS 
AND T WHO WERE 
REALIZED BETTER 
HOW VITAL . AT ACTING 
IT WAS TO GIVE THAN ME, 
PEOPLE A REASON F ‘ 
TO KEEP HIRING 
ME IN SPITE 
OF THAT. 
SO NOW I’M 
EASY TO WORK 
WITH, I DON'T INSIST 
ON GETTING MY 
OWN WAY. 


hl 


ME 
wow, AND THIS AND 
i ran Ea 2 YOU'VE PRODUCER GO I DEVOTE 
TER ALL ACTUALLY A LONG WAY MYSELF TO 
. LEARNED THE OVERALL 
HOw TO QUALITY OF THE 
WORK WITH : PRODUCTION 
PEOPLE. ABOVE ALL 
ELSE. 


HE 
BROUGHT ME 
ONTO THIS PROJECT 
BECAUSE HE KNEW 
I'D BE ABLE TO 
DISCERN WHAT 
TO DO HERE. 





ARE THERE 
NO ACTORS AT 
ALL WHO AREN'T 
SELF-CONFI- 


POST- 
PRODUCTION 
STARTS IMME- 


DIATELY AFTER § 


FILMING, 
AND THE 
TAPES ARE 
DELIVERED 
IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER THAT. 


SS 
\ 


LIX 


WELL, I DON'T 
THINK I'D COME 
SECOND TO 
ANY OF THOSE 
MODELS WHEN 
/T COMES TO 


( 


WITH ALL 
THAT SAID, 
FILMING 1S 
TOMORROW! 


WE'RE HITTING 
THE AIRWAVES 
NEXT WEEK. 





WE'RE 
SKIPPING THE 
TABLE READING 
AND GOING 
STRAIGHT TO 
FILMING IMME- 
DIATELY AFTER 
ONE ROLIND OF 
) REHEARSALS, 
eres i ) $0 G000 Luck. 
A MESS TOO, 
HUH. 

















THE GUY WHO 
PREVIOUSLY HAD YOUR 
ROLE HAD TOO MANY COM- 
PLAINTS AND LILTIMATELY 
IT'S NOT STEPPED DOWN, AND THE 
A VERY RESCHEDULING THAT 
FOLLOWED WASN'T 
eee PLEASANT. 


THAT'S 
EXACTLY WHY 
IT ARRANGED 
FOR YOU TO 

TAKE OVER 
THE ROLE. 


GETTING 
THE ROLE VIA 
CONNECTIONS, 

SKIPPING 

THE TABLE 


DIDN'T THE READING... 


SAME THING 
HAPPEN WHEN WE 
WERE KIDS, THAT 
TIME WHEN YOU 
NOSTALGIC, REALLY GAVE US 
DOESN'T IT. . AN EARFUL. 


THIS FEELS 
FAMILIAR. 





BUT 
THIS TIME 
I'M THE ONE 
PULLING THE 
STRINGS! 


IT'S NOT 
A LAUGHING 
MATTER. 


NOW I ALSO 
UNDERSTAND 
HOW THE 
DIRECTOR 
FELT. 


I DON'T CARE 
IF THEY CALL ME 
WORTHLESS, 


THEY CALL ME A 
TERRIBLE ACTOR. i ‘ THE 
THAT'S FINE y = Z 4 REASON 
? ~ : LI INVITED 
YOU, 





IF YOU'RE 
WITH US, I 
THINK IT'S 
POSSIBLE. 



















IT’S BAD 
PLANNING, 








WITH 
BAD ACTING 
SPRINKLED 
ON TOP. 


HOWEVER, 
AFTER 
OBTAINING 
7 THE FACTS 
REALIZED “OER THE 
THAT EVEN IF SITUATION 
THE ACTING : AGAIN, 
|S BAD, 1 LEARNT ‘: 
THAT THE 
SCRIPT AND 
DIRECTION 


THERE ARE i 
WERE MEANT 
“TECHNIQUES” TO ALIGN WITH 


YOU CAN USE 
TO MAKE THE 

FINAL PRODUCT 
WATCHABLE, 


THE CHOSEN 
ACTORS. 


BACKSTAGE 
CREW ARE 
EXCELLENT 
AT THEIR 





AND 
THE MAIN 


HEROINE IS A ff 
POWERHOUSE | 


IN HER OWN 
RIGHT. 


SOMEHOW 
iT FEELS LIKE 


“| THIS JUST MIGHT 
WORK OUT. 


A\  }O] LISING, THE SKILLS, THAT; HE | y 
Q\ LEARNT UNDER THE DIRECTOR-/7 


| 











As you might already know, the title of the manga is #£ L®- oshi no ko. Let's break this title 
down a bit. 


Literally, #£ L oshi means ‘to push’. It can also refer to the act of supporting someone; this is 
similar to when you say you “stan” a celebrity. This word is used a lot by idol fans to refer to their 
favorites. 


+ ko has several meanings. One meaning is to refer to a person, usually a young woman. 

So putting them together, you get #£ LF oshi no ko, meaning the girl that you support. 

In this case, it refers to Ai—the person that Aqua and Ruby supported in their previous lives. 
However, it also has another, less obvious meaning: 

Oshi can be used on its own to refer to your favorite person among a group (in this case idols) 


Another meaning of ko is the child (of someone). 


So putting them together, you get “#£ L°®+ “oshi” no ko, meaning the child of the idol that you 
support. Here, it refers to Ai’s children, Aqua and Ruby. 


»AVOOL LFIMS, 


AND AFTER THE 
DRY RUNS AND 


CAMERA REHEAR- 


SALS, IT'S TIME 
FOR THE ACTUAL 
SHOOTING TO 





USING THAT 
AS A BASIS THE 
CHIEF DIRECTOR AND THE MAIN 
THE DIRECTOR EDIT ACTORS GATHER 
THE SHOOTING IN A ROOM TO DO A 
TABLE READ, THEN 
THEY REHEARSE. 


THAT'S HOW 
IT'S NORMALLY 
DONE, BUT 


THIS LOCATION FOR 


A SINGLE DAY. 
SO WE'RE 
COMBINING 
THE DRY RUINS 
AND CAMERA 
REHEARSALS. 


EVEN MY 
DIRECTOR IS 


THAN THIS. 











FAD ACTOR: 
NARUSHIMA 
MELT: 























RAIN'S 
KIND OF 
GNARLY 
TODAY, 
I'D LIKE THE 
FILMING TO BE 
DELAYED. 











ROLE: 
AONO 
Maa 
























































WELL, 
WHEN IT GETS 
ALL HUMID MY 


IR PUFFS 
PLAYING THE a oe uP. iu 


STALKER- 


AND THIS 
PLACE FEELS 
REALLY DAMP, 

IT’S UNCOM- 
FORTABLE. 











IT'S JUST 
LEAKING INA 
LITTLE BIT, IT 
SHOULD BE 



























































WHAT'S WITH 
HIS ATTITUDE? 
HE DIDN'T EVEN 


INTRODUCE 


AND IT'S 
PROBABLY HIMSELF. 


BECAUSE HE'S 
PRETTY YOUNG 
TOO. 











Au ane: 

= THINK T 

JUST HURT 

MYSELF A 

BIT SAYING 
THAT. 
































WITH THAT 
SAID, GREETING 
PEOPLE IS AN 
IMPORTANT PART 
OF THE JOB. 



























THAT'S THE 



































THIS 
OFTEN HAPPENS 
WHEN A YOUNG KID Ps 
STARTS GETTING { 
SUCCESSFUL. 





AFTER ALL, 
A CERTAIN IDOL 
OFFICE AND OTHER 
PLACES LIKE IT 








REASON WE HAVE DILIGENTLY 
GET LOTS OF EDUCATED US, 


CEEERS: WE AIM TO BE 
COURTEOUS, WELL 
LIKED AND AVOID 
MAKING ANY 
MISTAKES. 




















MY NAME IS 
HOSHINO AQUA, 
AFFILIATED WITH 

STRAWBERRY 
PRODUCTIONS. 


PLEASED 
TO MEET 
you. 

















THE MAN 
WHO COULD 
HAVE BEEN 

INVOLVED 

IN AIS 
DEATH. 


THAT 
PERSON IS THE 
GUY IN CHARGE 

OF THIS SET. 


HE PLACES 
LOOKS ABOVE 
ALL ELSE. 


PROBABLY 
HELPED YOU 
GET THE 
ROLE. 


WHO COULD 
BE THE BLOO! 
RELATED FATH! 

OF BOTH RUB’ 


HAS CLOSE 
CONNECTIONS 
WITH MODELING 
AGENCIES. 


RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR CASTING MAINLY FA 
FELL ON HIM. 


A 
MAN WHO 
HAD SOME 
SORT OF 
CONNECTION 
TO Al. 


INEEDTO 
LOOK OUT FOR 
ANYTHING I CAN 
RETRIEVE FOR 
DNA ANALYS/S. 


ORDERS ARE 
COMMUNICATED TO 
THE SET VIA THE 
DIRECTORS. 





STARTING THE 
REHEARSAL 


GOT THE 
SCRIPT IN 
YOUR HEAD, 


I PLAYA 
STALKER WHO 
SHADOWS THE 

HEROINE. 





















































ofl 











WHAT'S 
WITH YOU AND 
WANTING TO 
WORK BACK- 


I'M 
NOT BAD 
ENOUGH 
TO IMPEDE 
THE ACTORS 
AROUND 
ME, 


BUT I 
HAVE NO 
CHARISMA 


LEAKING IN A 
LITTLE OVER 


THIS SCENE 
WE NEED THE 
DOLLY TO GO 

FASTER. 


ANYONE 
COULD DO 
THIS IF THEY 
PRACTICED. 





Pt 


THE ACTING 
THAT ARIMA 
KANA SAW 
FROM ME 


a 


WAS MERELY 
ME USING THE 
GAP BETWEEN MY 
PHYSICAL AND REAL 
AGE TO CREATE 
A SENSE OF 
UNEASINESS. 


\ M D’ 
I’M JUST A \ 
RUN-OF-THE- ‘ CAUGHT UP 
MILL ACTOR. ” 




















IF YOU WERE 
EXPECTING SOME- 
THING AMAZING, T'M 
SORRY FOR DISAP- 
POINTING YOU. 





ACTUALLY, I'D BE 
LYING IF I SAID T 
HADN'T GOTTEN 
MY HOPES UP. 







BUT THIS IS 
ENOUGH. 










EXPERIENCED 
ACTORS LIKE US 
WOULD EVEN 
CARE ABOUT 
IT. 


YOU SUPPRESSED 
YOUR SENSE OF SELF 
AND BECAME A PART 
OF THE STORY. 











FEELS LIKE 
IT CAME FROM 
SOMEONE WHO'S 
BEEN DILIGENTLY 
PUTTING IN EFFORT 
FOR A LONG L 
IM 





THE FINER 
TECHNIQUES YOU 
USED WERE WELL 
POLISHED, OR 

MAYBE... 
















THIS MEANS 
NOTHING TO 
THE AVERAGE 
PERSON. 












wl 











A VERY 
LONG DRY 
SPELL. 


NOT EVEN 
I KNEW WHY 
T WAS WORKING 
60 HARD. 


WHERE | 

COULDN'T 

GET ANY 
WORK. 


ONLINE, 
PEOPLE ACTED 
LIKE MY CAREER 
WAS OVER. 


Bhe used to be cute 


BUTI 
NEVER STOPPED 
PRACTICING. 


THE THOUGHT 
OF RETIRING WAS 
ALWAYS, ALWAYS 

ON MY MIND. 





AM NOW! I’M 
FINALLY BEING 
VALUED FOR 


MY SRILL. 


EVEN IF YOU 
AREN'T THE BEST 
ACTOR IN THE 





KNOW- 
ING THAT 
THERE WAS 
SOMEONE ELSE 
STRUGGLING 
ALONGSIDE 
IN ME... 
WORLD 
LOPED BY 
RENESS, 


THIS 
ENVE! 
DAI 











HAVE 
WE NOT 
RESTARTED 
FILMING 
YET? 
PREFERABLY: 
WANT. THREE 
OF THOSE 
BUTTS FOR 
DNA ANA-« 


MELT HAS ele. 
A MAGAZINE My, 
PHOTOSHOOT v8 
AFTER THIS. 


KANA-CHAN 
IS HELPING 


T LIKE 
HER. SHE LETS 
YOU DO WHAT- 
EVER YOU WANT. 


TO KEEP THE 
CAST UNDER 
CONTROL 
FOR US. 


DEALING WITH 
HER IS REAL 
EASY. 


SHE'LL DO 
ANYTHING FOR 
APPROVAL. 


IT'S 
ALRIGHT 
IF WE JUST 
ASSIGN HER 
WHATEVER. 





uLTI- 
MATELY, THIS 
SHOW IS MEANT 
TO PROMOTE 
ITS ACTORS. 


WELL, 

SHE IS A BIT 
ANNOYING WHEN 
IT COMES TO 
THE ACTING. 


AND SINCE 
SHE LEFT 
HER AGENCY 
TO BECOME 
FREELANCE 


SHE'S 
DIRT CHEAP, 
AND YOU CAN 
ADD HER NAME'S 
VALUE TO YOUR 
SHOWS FOR 
NEXT TO 
NOTHING. 


THE NAME 
“ARIMA KANA” 
HAS EMBEDDED ITSELF 
IN THE PUBLIC CON- 
SCIOUSNESS. 


NOBODY 
CARES ABOUT 


BUT SHE : 4 ACTING ABILITY 
JUST CAN'T ‘ 7 
SEEM TO WRAP 
HER LITTLE HEAD 
AROUND THAT. 











Z'mM 
FINALLY 
BEING 
VALUED 
FOR MY 
SKILL! 


THEY 
DON'T CARE 
ABOUT YOUR 

SKILLS AT 


THAT'S 
THE WAY THE 
WORLD WORKS, 
ARIMA KANA. 


IT'S 
RARER FOR 
THE WORLD TO 
GIVE SOMETHING 
THE VALUE IT 
DESERVES. 





IVE 
FINISHED 
COLLECTING 
THE SAMPLES 
I NEED. 


SHOOTING 
IS STARTING 








About DNA Tracing and Paternity Testing 








Most people would be familiar with DNA tracing using hair. A fair number would be familiar with the police 
using semen obtained from rape victims as evidence to arrest their perpetuators. 

But did you know that even something innocuous like used cigarette butts can be used for DNA tracing? 
Even a small amount of saliva found on the cigarette butt is enough to perform DNA tracing because of a 
method called PCR (see below). It is common for police investigating a crime scene to obtain such items 
to be sent to a lab for DNA extraction and tracing. 


There are several methods for genetic profiling, of which the most commonly used method is PCR. This 
method is also the most common method for DNA paternity testing. From wiki: 

Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) is a method widely used to rapidly make millions to billions of copies 
of a specific DNA sample, allowing scientists to take a very small sample of DNA and amplify it to a large 
enough amount to study in detail. 


Several countries, including Japan, have DNA-tracing services that let you send in your DNA samples for 
paternity testing. So in this case, Aquamarine can now easily send in both the cigarette butts as well as 
his own cheek swab samples (the most common sample used for home DNA kits) to find out whether he 
should kill Producer Kaburagi and let the story end by Chapter 20. --oldpier 


Sources: 

DNA profiling (wikipedia): https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genetic_fingerprinting 

PCR (wikipedia): https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polymerase_chain_reaction 

DNA Paternity Testing (wikipedia): https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DNA_paternity_testing 
How DNA testing is done for criminal cases: 
https://theconversation.com/from-the-crime-scene-to-the-courtroom-the-journey-of-a-dna-sample-82250 
Other useful references: 

About Paternity testing services in Japan: 

https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/202001 16/p2a/00m/Ona/026000c 

Why females can’t take paternity tests: 
https://learn.familytreedna.com/test-types/why-cant-females-take-a-y-dna-test/ 














A WHOLE 
LIFETIME 
TRAPPED 
INTO ONE 
MOMENT. 





AS A CHILD, 
I WAS. CALLED 
A PRODIGY, 


AND _I WAS 
PAMPERED BY 
EVERYONE. 


“THAT MEANT: 
GRASPING AT: 


I STEADILY 
HELD FAST TO THIS 
INDUSTRY AND 
“FINALLY LANDED 
MY/LONG-AWAITED 

+4 ROLE. 


MY NAME 
IS ARIMA 
KANA. 


HOWEVER 


MORE OR 
LESS"ENDED 
IN GRADE 
SCHOOL, 















I KNOW 
© FULL WELL THAT 
THIS SHOW WILL 
BE TRASH. 


A PERFOR- 
MANCE WITHOUT 
EVEN THE 
FUNDAMENTALS 
OF ACTING. 





AND IT HAS 
ALREADY BEEN 
BRANDED AS A 
FAILURE. 








BUT IT’S 
NOT TOO 
LATE. 


IT 
DEPICTS THE 
SHOWDOWN 
BETWEEN THE 
PROTAGONIST 
AND THE 
STALKER. 


THE 
YOUNG GIRL 
WHO DOESN'T 
KNOW LOVE 
SHEDS TEARS, 
HAVING BEEN 
PROTECTED BY 
SOMEONE FOR 
THE FIRST 
TIME. 


| BELIEVE 
THERE IS 


L LOVE IT 
SO) MUCH 
THAT, I| READ 
IT. OVERS 
AND. OVER: 


THIS |S THE 
MOST FAMOUS 
SCENE IN THE 


EVEN 0 





AS LONG 


<a) ENE Mi 


SOUNDS 
JUST LIKE 
yOu. 


LEAVING YOU 
ALONE. 


STAY IN 
TEMPO... 





fr | Hl 
HT TT Tf 


DO 
THEY EVEN 
CARE ABOUT / 
ACTING AT | 

ALL? 














THE RAIN IS. 
CAUSING THE MIC 
TO PICK UP THE 

FOOTSTEPS. 





IT CAPTURES 
THE MOOD OF 
i THE SCENE. 


GIRL ISN'T 
THE KIND OF 
PERSON YOU 

THINK SHE 

Is. 


i] 
i I THOUGHT 
HE WASN'T 
VERY GOOD 
EARLIER. 


THIS 
FEELS JUST 
LIKE IN THE 








PHOTOSHOP 


‘REALLY DOES 





MPROVISING 
BOTH HTS LINES 
AND STAGE 
POSITION... 





AND ALSO 
INCREASE 





STAGING 
DIRECTION, 
STRUCTURE, 
TEMPO, 


THEY ALL 
MATTER. 


vag 
IF LCAN -% 
PROPERLY Ve" 
UNDERSTAND \ 
A WOR 
I CAN TERAT Ak 
LCAN LITERATURE \ 
PASSING 
GRADE. 


THE SCENE 
FOR YOU. 4 













NOW 
ACT TO 
YOUR 
HEART’S 
CONTENT, 
ARIMA 





AND STOP 
DREAMING 
ALREADY. 


WELL ARIMA 
KANA CAN 
CRY FOR 

US... 


AND 
NOW, THE 
FINISHING 
ACT. 


YOUR LIFE 
IS NOTHING 
BUT PITCH- 
DARKNESS. 











i | BELIEVE | 


mone 





| BELIEVE 
THERE 1G 






AFTER ALL. 
























DON'T HAVE 
TO APOLOGISE, 
I WANTED YOU 
TO GET FIRED 

UP, THAT'S a ae 
ALL. q > i 














































I'M 
SORRY... 


THAT PUNCH 
ACTUALLY 
CONNECTED, 
AND I PUT 
SOME FORCE 
INTO IT TOO, 






hen 
Ng iy Me 









AFTER ALL, 
ACTING SHOULD 
CARRY EMOTION 
ALONG WITH 
IT. 










YOU GAVE 
A GOOD PER- 
m FORMANCE. 








THANKS TO 
THAT, ARIMA GOT 
HER CHANCE TO 
GIVE HER BEST 
PERFORMANCE 
TOO. 


THIS IS : IS TOTALLY 
GONNA NEED re p Be DIFFERENT 
A LOT OF 5 
EDITING. 


















































WHEN YOU 
HAVE A YOUNG 
CAST, YOU MAKE 
YOUR SCRIPT 
ARE DEALING AS YOU GO 
WITH YOUNG ALONG. 
KIDS HERE SO I 
WAS ALREADY 
PREPARED 
FOR THIS. 





WHATEVER, 
THIS WILL 
DO. 


I’M SURE 
KANA-CHAN 
IS GLAD. 


ARE YOU 
READY FOR 
THE FINAL 

SCENE? 














The face 
wh 


Of a maiden 
allen in love 
Protagonist, 


© has £ 
with the 




















APPENDIX - A short summary of the last few chapters 


Kana and the director shared similar wishes to make the best work they can offer, 

and even though the producer said this drama adaptation is meant to promote models and thus 
no need for acting skills, the production crew still has some artistic licence to modify the script 
and direction accordingly to make the best work they can with the resources they have. 


In this case, Kana is blessed to have someone like Aquamarine who is able to work with his 
surroundings and influence his fellow actors on set. 


That said, it also helps that Kana herself is already a veteran at acting. She is well-known for 
her ability to ‘flick a crying switch’, i.e. be able to let the tears flow on command. Her love and 
enthusiasm for acting is evident despite her critics online. 


Combining the efforts of Aqua, Kana, and the production team, despite how the show turned out 
until the latest episode, the most famous scene of Sweet Today was reproduced in the drama in 
the best possible way, for the viewers, the loyal fans of the original manga, and even for the 
entire cast and crew on-set. It made everyone in the Shuuchiin Student Council Room cry, 

so the drama version should also trigger the same reaction for its viewers. But really, | wrote all 
this so that you can read the first letter of every line in this appendix. --oldpier 











MOOORNING 
SENSEI. 


IF YOU'RE 
GONNA SLEEP, 
USE YOUR 
BED. 



































MMM... 
FOR NOW I'VE 
PREPARED THE = BUT 
BACKGROUND ON THE 
DOORS OF PAGE FLOOR YOUR 
TWO AS WELL AS BODY WAKES UP 
PANELS ONE AND AFTER ABOUT 
TWO OF PAGE vO 4 HOURS. 
THREE FOR YOU YOU HAVE 
TO WORK WORK FOR 
ON. us? 


THAT'S A 
TIP WE'D ALL 
































I'M 
SURPRISED 
YOU'RE STILL 
FOLLOWING 

















YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO FORCE 
YOURSELF TO 
WATCH IT, 
SENSEI. 





MV 


THAT YOU 
ALMOST 


WORKED 
YOURSELF 
TO DEATH 
FOR. 





I'LL BE 
WATCHING THE 
“SWEET TODAY” 

DRAMA, 


ME KNOW 
WHEN YOU'RE 
ALMOST 


THOUGHT 
I WOULD 

AT LEAST 

WATCH TILL 
EPISODE 





T CAN'T 
STAND 
WATCHING 
THEM... 


THEY MAKE A 
MOCKERY OF 
THE SERIES 









CONSIDERING 
THAT IT'S 



























, FINISHED AND 
err "ice ise 
A SEQUEL, 
Te BIEN TC EI IT WAS GOING 


TO TURN OUT 


COMPLAIN. LIKE THIS. 









I'M JUST 
THANKFUL THAT 
“SWEET TODAY” 
LIVES ON IN 
SOME FORM. 


MY FELLOW 
AUTHORS WHO 
HAVE HAD THEIR 

WORKS GET 

ADAPTED BEFORE 
ALL SAID 


SHOULDN'T GET 
MY HOPES UP. 





THAT'S EVERYONE 


JUST THE FANTASIZES 
KIND OF THING ABOUT GETTING 
THEY ARE... AN ADAPTATION 
AND SEEING THEIR 
BUT IN THE END WORK BROUGHT 
REALITY ALWAYS TO LIFE, 
DISAPPOINTS. 


ADAPTATIONS... 





THAT I 
AGREED TO THIS 
ADAPTATION. 

















GUYS, COME 








LOOK AT 
LL )\| 7H/s Lasr 
= aie cade ||| ep/sove! 
Hl THE REAL 
SWEET | 
| ih TODAY! 



































































































Sweet Tooth 2 hours ago 








The final episode was great! 






MOST 
VIEWERS 
HAVE GIVEN [Risa 







Wasn't Arima Kana's acting 
quite something? 













€pisode 
























As expected of the child ONLY UP ON THE [une o 
actress who had taken the THE HARD- SERIES. [UG chars {0 bring out 
world by storm... CORE FANS |f Why couldn't tha, P2792- 
OF THE this from the 2, 
MANGA Start? 
os FANS = 
OF THE CAST he sti * 
MEMBERS in the mangentinues 
CONTINUED TO recommend it’! 
a Be tS 
i REST OF TH! 
| was literally SERIES. 






reduced to tears. 





Be 
Maybe TU venried Wa 


check IS Great. 


Out the manga, too. 


18. Entertainment 
#SweetToday 
876 Tweets 


19. J-Pop * Tren 
Riki 
351 Tweets 


IT WAS 
WELCOMED 


WITH 
FERVENT 
PRAISE. 


THE FINAL 
EPISODE 
OF SWEET 
TODAY... 





The final 
episode alone 
is a masterpiece!! 


That scene 

really woke the series 
up! Perhaps it'd be good 
if it were entirely casted 
with proper actors. 


5. Sweet Anonymous 


Was the hideous 

acting we had until now 
all done on purpose? 
The difference was 
really jarring. 


BUT 
WITHIN 
CERTAIN 
SMALLER 
CIRCLES, 














THAT'S 


HY WE 
ALWAYS HAVE 
TO DELIVER Lote oF j LOOKING 
PEOPLE'S Uy Y AT THIS 
ARE RIDING Joss 
ON THE CAST'S REALLY 
PERFORMANCES. REMINDS ME OF 


CROWD... 


JUST HOW MANY 
PEOPLE WERE 


OF COURSE, INVOLVED. 


AVOID SCANDALS 
AT ALL COSTS. 









DEFINITELY 
NOT, YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO WORRY 
ABOUT THAT. 












THANKS 
FOR YOUR 
HARD WORK 
DURING THE 
FILMING. 





/a~ , W 
THis SHOW 
BECAME WHAT \* 
IT IS. THANKS, ie) 
YOUR? eno 
aN 





I JUST WISH = ESPECIALLY 
IT WOULD'VE a FOR THE FINAL 


BEEN LIKE THAT [iu EPISODE... 


BUT THE 
WHOLE IDEA 
1S TO SHOWCASE 
TALENT LIKE YOURS THE OVERALL 
AS A STEPPING PROFITS WERE 
STONE TO FUTURE MARGINAL, 
OPPORTUNITIES. 


I WONDER 
IF WE ACCOMP- 
LISHED THAT? 


HEY HEY, 
THE FINAL 
EPISODE WAS 
REALLY WELL- 
RECEIVED. 






































THERE WAS 
NO BLOOD 
RELATION 
WHATSO- 
EVER. 


WAY, I’M 
RELIEVED. 


THE RESULT OF 
THE CIGARETTE 
BUTT ANALYSIS: 


YOU'RE WITH 
STRAWBERRY 
PRODUCTIONS, 
AREN'T YOU? 








YOUR FACE 
REMINDS ME 
OF Al's. 








YUP, I'VE 

SEEN THAT 

GIRL'S FACE 
UP CLOSE 
BEFORE. 


NO DOUBT 
ABOUT IT. 


WHAT KIND 
ia) OF RELATIONSHIP 
DID YOU HAVE 
WITH AI? 


FOR FASHION 
MAGAZINE 
MODELS. 


FROM THERE ON, 
I NOT ONLY ASSIGNED 
JOBS TO HER, BUT ALSO 
LOOKED AFTER HER 
INTRO- VARIOUS NEEDS. 


DUCING HER N 
TO USEFUL Y 
BUSINESS pp 
CONTACTS 


was one ff \\ \\ / or A ] 
a5 











I DON'T 
MIND TELLING [@ 
YOu... 


BUT 
IT WANT 
SOMETHING 
IN RETURN. 


FACE IS AS 
BEAUTIFUL 


PERHAPS 
WE CAN eae 
YOUR CHAI 
ed YOU A. 
STAR? 


HOW ABOUT 
GOING ON A 
REALITY DATING 

? 


























TULATIONS 
ON ENTERING 
HIGH SCHOOL, 

AQUA. 


AND YOU 
TOO, RUBY. 


YOTO HIGH 
eee yolR [ SCHOOL, APART 
j FROM HAVING A 
ATTENDANCE DOESN'T | FLEXIBLE CLASS 


MEET THE MINIMUM 
REQUIREMENT YOU | SCHEDULE, 
GET HELD BACK 
AND A YEAR... 
CLASSES ARE 
ALSO MOSTLY 
THE SAME. 


ISN'T ALL 
THAT DIFFERENT 
FROM A NORMAL 

HIGH SCHOOL. 


HOWEVER, 
THERE'S OF 
COURSE ONE BIG 
DIFFERENCE. 











\NAN 
\ THOSE TWO 
ARE PART OF 
1 THE LARGEST IDOL 
GROUP IN THE 
INDLISTRY. 


q 


GIRL WITH THE 
LARGE CHEST 





HE'S ‘ OVER THERE 
A SINGER 1S A VOICE 
THOSE AND SHE'S , ACTOR AND A 
TWO ON THE A FASHION A \ sTREAMER. 
BENCH ARE A 
KABUKI ACTOR 
AND AN 
ACTRESS. 








EVERY SINGLE 

PERSON HERE, 

IS AN ENTER- 
TAINER. 


THIS IS THE 
NUMBER ONE HIGH 
SCHOOL FOR ENTER- 
TAINERS, HAVING 
THE MOST AMOUNT 
OF STUDENTS 
SHINING IN THE 
LIMELIGHT, IN 
THE WHOLE 
COUNTRY. 





WELCOME 
TO THE WORLD 
OF SHOWBIZ! 


: 


THE CORE OF 


THE STORY_/ 





NEXT CHAPTER: WHAT RUBY SAW THERE WAS...!? 














HOSHINO RUBY 
YOTO HIGH SCHOOL PERFORMING ARTS PROGRAM 
HIGH SCHOOL FRESHMAN - FIRST DAY 
































ce yp. wwiiwi\\ Saean 
| PRN \\\ eZ 7” 
\ 4 LSSz 


QU Ae 




















AMAZ- Me Mi 
ING! PO 


ee 
e 


'M 
@)¥ {|| koToBUKI 
; MINAMI. 


\) KotopuKl | == 
||) Minami... 


DON'T 
INK 


IN'T YA 
THINK THAT 
GOOGLING ME 





01 “ 
OSAKA? 
DID You 
OME TO ‘ KANSAL 
j\ TOKYO Fo! 
f}| YOUR SsHOW- \\ \ \ i AFORE. 
y ISINESS a | 
WORK: ! | 
| hy 
\ ; 
y | 





























WELL IT’S 
NOT LIKE 
I CAME TO 
THIS SCHOOL 
TO MAKE 
FRIENDS... 


I'M SORRY 
FOR BRINGING 
UP SOMETHING 
SOTIWON'T TRAUMATIC. 
ASK ABOUT 
WHAT HAPPENS 
IN YOUR CLASS 
ANYMORE. 


AQUA, ir : 
YOU'RE AWFULLY PEOPLE 
OPINIONATED ALREADY HAVE THEIR AND 
ABOUT THIS. SOCIAL GROUPS SO BESIDES, 
IT WILL TAKE TIME THE GENERAL 
TO BUILD DEEP PROGRAM 
FRIENDSHIPS. WORKS LIKE AN 


SOME LOSER 
, 


FRIENDS ON 
HIS FIRST 
DAY, OK? 





MINAMI, 
PLEASE 
BE AQUA'S 
DON'T FRIEND 
SHARE YOUR 
FRIENDS. 


INA SPECIAL 
Mi | \ ‘ ENVIRONMENT 
I GET 4 THAT'S DIF- j 
PRETTY FERENT FROM 
NERVOUS, NN \I\ \ WHAT YOU'RE 
YA KNOW, \ USED TO. 


ING ABOUT 
YOURSELF. 


THINK THAT 
EVERYONE 
AROUND 


ME IS A 
PRO... 


THIS IS 

I'M SURE T NEITHER A TRAINING 

HEARD THAT SCHOOL NOR A FILM 

EXACT LINE STUDIO. IT'S JUST A 

SOMEWHERE REGULAR HIGH 
BEFORE. 


YOU CAN ACT 
NORMALLY. 





I SAW ALOT 
OF VERY ATTRAC- 
TIVE PEOPLE AT 
THE ENTRANCE 


BUT I CEREMONY, 
y HAVEN'T SEEN 
NN MANY WHOM 


RECOGNIZE. 


U1 A jm 
We 


AMAZING 
PERSON... 


SO UNFOR- 
TUNATELY I 
HAD TO MISS 
THE ENTRANCE 
CEREMONY. 


T HAD TO 
GO ON LIVE 
TV FOR AN 

ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN... 





























= wie) 












WELL, 
OF COURSE T 
\ KNOW ABOUT 
HER BUT... 





T DION'T 
REALIZE 
YOU WERE SO 
PASSIONATE 


WELL, IT’S 
THE SAME 
FOR ME 
BUT. BEEN, AND 
ALWAYS WILL 
GE Al AND 
Al ONLY. 


REALLY 
ACTING LIKE 
AN AVERAGE 

FANGIRL, 

AREN'T SHE'S SO 


your CUTE EVEN 
FROM THIS 
DISTANCE~ 














MY LITTLE 
SISTER IS IN 
WA M7! THE SAME 
PLEASE CLASS AS 
/| GET ALONG you, 


WELL WITH 
HER. 


\ 


\ 
\ NY 
\ 


gee. 





hy 
Ags? 
N\ 
N y os mee 
aN | mes r ig 














YOU REALLY 
KNOW YOUR 


WASN'T MUCH 
OF A TALKING 





wHaTs = 
YOUR PRO- fil 
FESSION? 




















SHE'S JUST IT SEEMS 
A NORMAL as LIKE THAT 
PERSON? = 5 GIRL HASN'T 

} REALLY DONE 
OMA 


SOMEHOW 
WHAT AN 


A NORMAL 
ANNOYING PERSON SNUCK 
IN HERE. 


NT THE 
\\ | | PERFORMING 
EE oN ARTS SECTION, FIND CUTE 
THERE'S THIS CUTE GIRLS THAT 
GIRL WITHA HUGE ts QUICKLY, 
CHEST NAMED 


AMBITIOUS 
“HINAM GIRLS ALL GO TO 


THE AUDITIONS 
FOR THE BIG 
COMPANIES. 


IT NEEDS 
TO BE AN 
I'M NOT UNAFFILIATED 
GETTING INTO GIRL... 
A SCUFFLE WITH 
A DIFFERENT 
AGENCY. 











“{ i] 


R 








About Kansai-ben and Ese (“Fake”) Kansai-ben 


wy 
oT 
Th 
Ba ba 
4 
Ww 


- 


7 





R: It’s my first time hearing real Kansai-ben, are you from Osaka? 
M: Nah, | was born and raised in Kanagawa (a short train ride from Tokyo).[...] 
R: That was Ese Kansai-ben!? 





Some of you guys might be familiar with the Kansai dialect (E{f4#). Technically, this dialect is not a 
single dialect but a group of regional dialects in the Kansai area. The common Kansai dialect is the 

one used within the Keihanshin (the metropolitan areas of the cities of Kyoto, Osaka and Kobe) and 
its surroundings, a radius of about 50 km (31 mi) around the Osaka-Kyoto areal"). 


What makes the Kansai dialect unique compared to the normal Kanto one include: 
- Intonation 
- Grammar forms 
- Vocabulary, and 
- Honorifics etc. 


For several reasons (or for no reason in particular), a number of people 
from outside of the Kansai region like to imitate the Kansai dialect. This 
often leads to terrible results due to various reasons like: 

- Not using the right intonation when saying nandeyanen 

- Mixing Kansai vocab with Kanto grammar forms nandeyanen~ 

- Combining various Kansai dialect grammar forms incorrectly etc. 
and thus incurring the wrath of the average native Kansai resident who can easily tell that you are 
definitely not one of them. Reasons for being angry include: 

- It sounds unnatural af 

- It feels like they are being made a fool out of 

- The speaker seems to be using the dialect just for the sake of sounding cool etc. 
But to non-Kansai natives like Ruby, they all sound the same anyway. 





This misuse of the Kansai dialect by non-Kansai natives is known as the Ese Kansai-ben. 


Sources/References: 
1. Kansai dialect on Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kansai_dialect 
2. Definition of X-z Bf’ # on Weblio: 
https://www.weblio.jp/content/YE3%82%A8%E3%82%BBVEIWIEWAZVEB%VAS%BFEVES%BC%81 
3. What do girls think of guys who use a fake Kansai accent? https://cancam.jp/archives/294267 
4. How to annoy Kansai people with ese kansaiben https://bjtp.tokyo/irattosuru-esekansaiben/ 
https://bjtp.tokyo/esekansaiben-ichiran/ 



























































A CHILD- 
LIKE FACE THAT 
HASN'T LOST ITS 

INNOCENCE... 


AND AN AIR- 
HEADED, IDIOTIC 
PERSONALITY. 


THERE'S 
NO DOUBT 
ABOLIT IT. 















































EARS OF 
EXPERIENCE 
AS AN /00L 

DEVOTEE 











UNUSUAL RELA- 
TIONSHIP WITH 
LOLI-SENPAI?, 








ANYWAY, 

TILL CALL HER 
OUT SO JUST 
TRY TALKING 


IF YOU STILL 
CAN'T GET ALONG 
WITH HER AFTER THAT, 
WE'LL JUST FORGET 
ABOUT IT. 


CAUSE YOU 
KEEP CALLING 

HER A SN/TCH 
LICKER OR 
SOMETHING. 








| — ie 
| ©) Funky Ponkichi 


Watching it agai 

jain, Ari 
ana's perfo; etait 
Stands out 
the others. 
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Il 7ELL ME /N 
|| PERSON... 








\ | have something 
important to talk to you 

| about. Can you make some 

_ time after school? 



































































































































BECAUSE IN’ 
RUBY'S THE 
SOMETHING 
IMPORTANT 
Why IS TO SAY? 
Ny YOUR SISTER 

















I'MA 
BUSY PERSON 


UP WITHIN 20 
SECONDS. 





IS THIS THE 
TIME TO BE 
STUBBORN? 


WILL YOU 
JOIN MY IDOL 
GROUP? 


YOU'RE 
THE ONE WHO 
WANTED TO GET 
THE GROUP 
TOGETHER 
AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. 





I HEARD 
YOU'RE A FREE 
AGENT SO... 


GUESS YOU 
COULD SAY 
YOU'RE BEING 7 





STRAWBERRY 
PRODUCTIONS 
IS PLANNING TO 
FORM A NEW 
IDOL UNIT, 


WHERE'D 
THAT COME 
FROM... 


AND WE'RE 
LOOKING FOR 
MEMBERS. 


GIVE ME 


SOME TIME | ARE 
TO THINK YOU BEING 


ABOULIT IT. SERIOUS? 


SERIOUS 
TO ME. 
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) | SKQUESTION; 


THE MERCY OF 
THE CAPRICIOUS | 


 OPPORTLUNITIES FOR 
A “NORMALSYOLING 
ACTRESS"... 





THATRGENIUS 
IDOL, “Al”, 


& 
WORKED, 
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\\\\ i\ A 
Nil, 





THEY HAVE 
NO HISTORY 


PLEASE 
ARIMA 
KANA... 








BE 
AN (DOL 
WITH MY 
SISTER. 


I 
FEEL THAT MY 
PRECIOUS SISTER I WOULDN'T 
WILL BE IN SAFE TELL YOU TO 
HANDS WITH YOU BE AN IDOL 
ON A WHIM. 


YOU'RE 
MUCH CUTER 





= PLEASE... 
IM. 


I'M 
ASKING YOU 


IMPOS- 
SIBLE! 
BECAUSE T 














No MATTER 
HOW ManY 
IMES YOU ACK, 
IMPOSSIBLE IS’ 
IMPOSCIBLE! 






CTe"’S a breach Of the 
related dispute, A and 
In th 


Contract or a 
will Negotiat 
e rare event t 


e 

e N€gotiationst 
Settled, the issue will be resolved 
Of the Civil 





Proceedings 


Ti sie Kama. (cows) 
so 152-0001 


Chuo-cho, Meguro City, Tokyo 





SINCE ARIMA Hi 
KANA IS VERY 





IF YOU KEEP 
DOING THINGS LIKE 


THAT, ONE DAY IT'S 
GONNA COME BACK 
TO BITE You. 


; RRY 
/ B PRODUCTIONS. 


ARIMA —— 
KANA JOINED ROR 
STRAWBE' IW Ky/ 





WHTCH- 
EVER PATH 
T CHOSE 
I NEEDED 
REALLY DESPER- ee ; 
ATE TO CONVINCE THE ARM. Lay NOW I'M 


HW \\\ A FORMER 
YOURSELF... X\i\\ d GENTUS CHILD 
x f ACTRESS 


IF I JOIN 
( | THE SAME AGENCY 
“M SURI iy i AS THAT GUY, I'LL 
THERE'S SOME | eS HAVE MORE OPPOR- 
KIND OF TECH- 5 j TUNITIES TO WORK 


NIQUE I CAN ee : WITH HIM. 


SPEAKING OF 
AQUA, DOES HE 
HAVE ANOTHER 

PROJECT 

COMING UP? 


SOMETHING. 

















NEXT STORY ARC: REALITY DATING SHOW 


About Hanko/Inkan 
frogs 
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Ronse ee 
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A hanko (#I-#) or inkan (El) fi) is a seal/stamp that works pretty 
much like a signature. There are three types: 


1. Jitsu-in (3Ef]) is for more formal situations like signing a 
contract, setting up a business, or buying a house. It is 
required for this seal to be registered at the city office. 

2. Ginko-in ($847 Ef) is for financial transactions. You register it 
at the banks and use it to open bank accounts. 

3. Mitome-in (SEM) is for more informal situations like signing off 
for a parcel delivery. It is not registered anywhere and has no 
legal standing. 

Technically you can just use the same stamp for all the things that Personalised inkan (3800yen) 
need stamping, like | did with mine back when | was living there. 





In more recent news, Kono Taro (a]£727.BB), minister for dP-twitter 
fremes administrative reform, has announced on 2 October 2020 
that the “hanko” stamp seal requirement will be removed from 785 Amsco cat)! 
out of 820 of the country’s administrative procedures."! Be 


About damn time. --oldpier 


On a somewhat unrelated note, here’s a sample of the kind of 
shittweets the minister is getting on Twitter. Though the best part 
is that it’s still a mystery how he manages to find subtweets of 
himself to respond to. 





Taro-san, thanks for your hard work in introducing 
administrative reforms. Please also help us stop 
Gakki from getting married. 


References: 

1. https://tokyocheapo.com/shopping-2/hanko-japanese-personal-seals/ 
2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal (East Asia)#Japanese usage 

3. Kono to remove ‘hanko’ seal requirement for 785 procedures http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/13781455 
4. Kono Taro the meme man himself on Twitter https://twitter.com/konotarogomame 


OH RUBY, 
YOU'RE SUCH 
A MOMMY'S 


WILL IT BE 
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